THE SECOND BASIS OF FIQH: THE SUNNAH        37

compelled to modify it by the fiction that all innovations are
not blameworthy and that some may be praiseworthy. At
an early date Malik said about an innovation, " ni'mat al-
bid'ah hadha " i. e., " this innovation is good." x          ^____

The theory that the sunnah is a supplement to the Koran
and even supersedes it in case of contradiction when later in
time, gave the sunnah a predominant position as a source
of law. Such a theory amounted to no less than a shifting
.of the center of gravity from the Koran to the sunnah.
For it meant that if there were unintelligible or contradic-
tory passages in the Koran, or if the sunnah contradicted
the Koran, the decision rested with the sunnah.                 _

These circumstances naturally served as so many induce-
ments to the unconscientious and the ambitious to invent
and circulate false traditions in order to support their
political or other schemes. As time went on and the Com-
panions of the Prophet began one by one to pass away, it
became relatively easier to put false -traditions in circulation,
and the number soon became very large. Some were
even so unscrupulous as to ascribe to the Prophet state-
ments referring to litigations that had arisen after his death.
A certain Ibn Abu 'Awga confessed before his execution
in 155 H. that he had put in circulation 4000 false hadlths?
In this matter of falsifications the fcad^/fc-teachers of Kuf ah
became especially notorious.

This zeal for circulating false hadlths, however, is to be
contrasted with the great caution which characterized the
Companions of the Prophet and other pious Moslems.3
The biographies of Ibn Sa'd offer us many a remarkable
example of this kind. E. g., people who had long been

1 Goldziher, M. Studien, vol. ii, p. 26.

* Kremer, p. 481.
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